A Holocaust Remembrance
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HOW APPROPRIATE THAT WE GATHER TOGETHER Teu

on this 57th anniversary of D-Day to memorialize the Th

victims of the Holocaust and to honor its survivors cm

and liberators. Through this magnificent new monu- We

ment, the Columbia community can truly say,

We Remenies Remember

For 16 years, members of this community actively discussed the need to have a Holocaust monument in
Columbia. Last year those talks of 2 monument became a focused project, as many individuvals and
groups came together, formed a commuttee, and brought forth a concerted effort to make the hope of a
monument a reality. These committee members have given tirelessly of their hearts and souls during the
Last 12 months.

Among our first priorities was the appointment of a subcommittee to develop a design that would
memorialize the Holocaust victims, honor the South Carolina survivors and liberators, and create an
educational monument that would teach and remind all South Carolinians about this dark period in our
history. Working with the incredibly talented designer/artist Invin Hyman, 1 believe we have
accomplished these important goals.

This monument was made possible by the generosity and creativity of so many people and
organizations. A donation from the South Carolina Council on the Holocaust, whose cornmitment to
Holocaust recognition and education 15 unmistakable, gave us the exhilarating boost we needed to get
the project started. Members of both the Jewish and the non-jewish communities were also decisively
supportive.

Our partners in this project - the City of Columbia, Fort Jackson, and the University of South Carolina -
offered their own unique contributions to this dedication. Mayor Coble and City Council unanimously
approved our design and placement choice. Major General Barrett and Fort Jackson stepped forward
unhesitatingly to become an integral part of this event. Dr. Palms and the University of South Carolina
are the hosts of a special Holocaust exhibit and a lecture program at South Caroliniana Library. Thanks
to the commitment and unwavering support of these partners, our dedication has truly become a
community event,

To remember means to know. To know means to teach others. To teach others means to never forget. Let
us honor all of those who experienced one of our history’s worst examples of inhumanity. Let their

actions, their sufferings, and their deaths be a lesson to us all.

TELL THEM WE REMEMBER.

Dr. Lilly Stern Filler

Chair, Holocaust Memorial Committee
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I sculpted my first Holocaust memonal over 35 years ago. It was cast in broaze. It
measused 24" high by 20" wide. During the Woeld's Fair beld in New York, it was
placed as the centerpiece surrounded by the letters of Anne Frank. There are now
over 350 replicas of this sculpture around the world. It was the Borror of thus

astounding evil which resulted 1 the del:berate destruction of 6,000,000 Jews for
£0 Other reason than that they were Jewish, that guided my bands in sculpting GI ORIA
this memonal.

Since that ime in addinen to hundseds of broaze, wood and stone sculptures, 1 BY IRWIN HYNIAN
Bave had exght commissions for Holocaust memonials m many matenals. Thus
Holocaust memonal 1s the jargest [ have ever designed and the fourth in granite.

1 take pictures of my work. Glona enjovs when [ bring i the film for her to devel.
op. Glona 13 about 30 somethung years old: She loves 10 comment on my work.
When she saw the last Holocaust memonial, whick was dedicated in Boca Raton,
Flonda last March, she whistled and said:

600,000 people died?"

“That's 6 million people, Gloria."

"6 million people? How did they die?"

"They were killed by the German Nazis
during World War IL"

"Why?" she asked. "Because they were Jewish."
"Just because they were Jewish?" she puzzled.
"Just because they were Jewish. No other
reason, Gloria. The Nazis killed 40% of

all the Jews in the world during World

War II just because they were Jewish."

"Gee, that's something." she said.

"I never heard of that."

"You never heard of the Holocaust?"

"No, I didn't ever hear of that."

I lef Glona depressed and puzzled. Is 3t possible that permscious evil which
took the lives of 6,000,000 Jews will be forgotten? How could a reasonably
educated person in ber 30's not know of the Holocaust?

Has the sumber 6,000,000 just become a number without any specific meaning? Will anybody ever know that in
camp, LubinMaidenek the Nazis shot and Inlled 25,000 Jews i one day?

I want to convey the frightening reality of the number 6,000,000 when we dadicate my memorial. How can I persoaatize 1t
for those who will stand in froat of this granite reminder of the monumental, senseless destruction of human life?

Perhaps if one can imagine every man woman and child in the entire state of South Carolina being mutdered. Not one
living bemng left in South Carolina. Not a sound but the retreating musderers on their way to North Carolina where they
are going to kall 2,000,000 more to accomplish the total of 6,000,000. Think of the horror.

For the sake of those tortured, musdered souls whose only erime was being born Jewish we must never let the world forget

And Glona never heard of the Holocaust
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T. Moffatt Burriss, Liberator

""We were prepared for everything,
immune to shock, inured to horror
...these experiences, as grim as they
were, didn't prepare us for what
we found at Wobbelin, Germany

at the concentration camp."

T. Moffatt Burriss. platoon leader and
company commander fo the 504th
Parachut Infantry, 82nd Airborne Division.
fought for two and a half years in Europe
from Sicily. Anzio beachhead, Battle of the
Bulge and into Germany before his unit
liberated the concentration camp at
Wobbelin, Germany. "I had never seen
human beings look so tortured and
grotesque...too weak to walk or talk."

Burriss, Anderson native, Presbyterian and
Clemson graduate, has spent most of his
life in Richland County in the contruction
business. He served in the House of
Representatives from 1977 until 1991.

Strike and Hold. published in 2000.
is a memoir of his World War I1

experiences.

Jadzia Stern, Survivor

"I believe that faith is stronger than
death, and I believe that we have a
dream that is so powerful, that it is

stronger than all of the ugliness
that lies in anti-Semitic books and
anti-life forces around us."

Jadzia Sklarz Stern was bomn in
Wiloszczowa, Poland and was the fourth
of eight children. but only one of three
children to survive the Holocaust. When
the Nazis invaded her home in Bedzin,
Poland. she was hidden in an attic trunk by
her mother and given instructions, "You
will survive this. you must." She was soon
after deported to Auschwitz concentration
camp and remained there from 1942 until
1945. After liberation. she was introduced
to her husband Ben Stern while living in
Germany. The couple immigrated to
Columbia, SOuth Carolina with their
18-month-old daughter Lilly in June of
1949. Jadzia became a devoted
homemaker and a loving mother

to three more children.

Helena, Bill and Herb.

Jadzia was one of the first survivors to
actively speak out to the public about the
horrors and experiences of the Holocaust.
She was invited to share her experiences at
Columbia College, the University of South
Carolina, Newberry College, as well as sec-
ondary and primary school and churches
throughout the state. She enrolled as a
student at The University of South Carolina
and became a docent at the State Museum.
Although she cannot speak out

any longer, her voice continues

to resonate with the lesson:

NEVER FORGET.



Cela .\Iiller, Survivor

"Do not take your families for
granted: keep them close to you.
No matter how we feel today,
what we lived through can
happen again. We must

never forget."

Cela Tysczgarten Miller was born in Pinzov,
Poland on May 3. 1923, She was the second
oldest of six children. Cela and her sister
Bluma endured the concentration camps of
Beren-Belson, Burgau and Kaufering. They
were the only members of their family

of cight to survive the Holocaust. Cela was to

meet her husband-to-be, David Miller, at a
displaced persons camp in Germany after
the war, They would later immigrate to
Columbia, South Carolina, with the help of
a Hebrew Benevolent Society sponsorship.
Her accomplishments in America were
many. Besides being an incredibly devoted
and caring wife and mother to two chil-
dren, Rita and Henry, her intense stamina
allowed her to be a successful business-
woman. David and Cela would often take
on the responsibility of speaking at local
religious schools, high schools and colleges
about their experiences as Holocaust
Survivors. They both felt strongly of their
privilege and obligation to transmit their

story.

Cela passsed away suddenly on March 19.
2000. She will be forever missed.

Felix Goldberg, Survivor

"I carry inside me a very
unpretty past..what I experienced
in my past, others should not
experience in their future. Let us
appreciate the freedom we have
and guard it."

Felix Goldberg was bom in

Kaliscz, Poland on January 2, 1917, He
was a survivor of Auschwitz concentration
camp. He immigrated to the United States
in 1950 with his wife, Bluma, and their
newbom son, Henry. In Columbia,

another son Karl and a daughter Esther
was born. Felix was a man with honest,
solid values who earned the respect and
admiration of everyone he met through his
hard work and a sense of responsibility. He
always had a mischievous twinkle in his
eye and loved to make people laugh. Those
who knew him agree he was constantly in
motion, working hard and enjoying life in
America to the fullest. "Life is great!"

was his favorite thing to say.

Felix passed away on November 24,
2000 after a successful career
in the ceramic tile industry.



South Carolina Holocaust Survivors

Willy Monitz Adler Rudy Herz
Felix K. Bauer Gerald Jablon
Martha M. Bauer Mana Goldblum Kahn
Ludwig Bamberger Dientje Krant Kalisky
Thea Bamberger Anna Bamberger Karesh
Peter T. Baumgarten Jacques Kierbel
"I believe in the sun, Naphtali Berger Clara E. Kirshstein
Gertrude Bemstein [itzchok Dovid Koenig
Walter Bemstein Chaja Klemnberger Koenig
even when it does not Hershe! Blass Pincus Kolender
shine. Frank Bruck Renee Fox Kolender
Rita Peper Curtin Max Krautler
Rita Deutz-Serphos Marc M. Lichtman
I believe in Io‘re, Helene Diamant Chul Charles Markowitz
Maurice Diamant Gucia Markowitz
Adolfo Diamantstemn Sophie Weisz Miklos
even when it is not Leo Diamantstein Cela Tyszgarten Miller
Joe Engel David Miller
shown. Judith D. Evans Natalia Goldblum Morrow
Michael Fox Elvira R. Mullinax
3t = Max Freilich Lilli Peper
I believe in God, Heary H. Freudenberg Reuy Popowski
Margot Strauss Freudenberg  Paula K. Popowsk:
3 Rakhil Geiman Katherine Goldstemn Prevost
even when he does Chaals G Friedel Ransenberg
Fanny Gindman Barbara Werthamer
" Max Gindman Rosenberg
MOt speak, Bluma Tyshgarten Goldberg  Albert Rosenthal
Felix Goldberg Lewis Laszlo Rosinger
- inscribed on a wall waa sd S:‘*' Gg:,db«x !\{uso’\m&m ;
by a Holocaust Victim et G;;db;: el ik Schmagina 3
Rose Mibab Goldberg Phulip Silverstein
Bert Gosschalk Ben Skilarz
Dons Gosschalk Leah Wajsfelner Starkman
David Grabmn Abraham Stern
Regina Greene Ben Stern
Samuel Greene Jadzia Sklarz Stemn
Authur Gross Francine F. Tavlor
Thomas Grossman Guta Blass Weintraub
Arthur Z. Gutman Leon Weintraub
Max M. Heller Herschel Weintraub
Trude S_ Heller Siegmund Wolfsohn
Chaim Wolgroch

Irene Engel Zryb



South Carolina Holocaust Liberators

Nathan Schacffer
Allen Wise

Alvin Macmnan
Robert Jay
Earl Stmmons

Rncha( Montgomery

George L. €

John Drummond

LonRedmon

John Young

W. Brockmngton

Lewss Hudson

Marvin Wishman Greenville
Cecil Jones Elgin

John Humphries Greenwood
Joseph Pridgen Honea Path
Eugene Knight Columbia
Scott Hall Charleston
J. Wardlaw Hammond  Spartanburg
Robert Coats Georgetown
Eddie Rosenzweig Columbia
Ross Columbia
T. Moffatt Burriss Columbia
Edward Y. Roper Columbia
Carroll Lindler e o ol
Carlton Sloudcmzyu instor:
Lewss Holmes, Jr '
Tom "Hoss" Spears
Pinckaey Ridgell

. r
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"I have mever felt able to We
- -"d

fions when I

and ruthless disregard of every

shred of decency...

I made the visit deliberately, in
orderto bein a psoition to give
first-hand evidence of things if
ever, in the Tutaure, there develops
a tendency fo charge these allega-

tions merely to propaganda."

- General Dwight D. Eisenhower
Supreme Commander
of the Allied ‘orces
in Europe, 1945




L.iberation.
From Fear
of Death Sohution.”
to Fear of Life"

v }IH\ Years .\gUZ THE FIRST MONTH

of 1945 marked the last
Gesparate antempt by
Nan Germany to
mplement the "Final

By early January, 1t had
become clear that
Hitler's "thousand-vear
Reich” was rapidly

coming to an end. As Allied armies advanced and as
the ternitory under the control of Greater Germany
counnuedlomut.chnoamgned Rmhmdlngh-
ways were filled with retreating troops,

relocating foreign workers and civilians fleeing from
advancing armies. At the same time, tens of thou-
sands of concentration camp prisoners were being
forced to evacuate on foot or in open freight cars to
camps located behind German lines in Austna,
western Czechoslovakia and Germany. Meamwhile,
Amencan and Bntish plans punded German cithes
and strafed trains, trucks and colummns of marching
soldiers. Occanonally, concentration camp prisoners
were accidentally hit when rail lines were bombed.

In compliance with a longstanding policy dating back
to 1943, commanding that all evidence be erased of
the systematic kallmg program known as the “Final
Solution,” the SS and police were determuned to pre-
vent the liberation of intact labor and concentration
camps or of surviving prscners. Thus sporadic mur-
ders of inmates and the buming of corpses continued
mside the camps. As Allied forces drew near, masmive
numbers of pnsoners were evacuatad on death
marches to camps still behind German lines. There
was no set policy reparding mmates 100 sick to jom
the marches; such prisopers were, in some palces, left
behind to fend for themselves (e.g., Auschwitz); in
other places, they' were shot.

On the evening of January 17th, SS Commandant
Richard Baer ordered the evacuation of the giant
Auschwitz-Birkenau camp complex. Throughout the
next day, large columns of prisoners were marched
through bitter winter weather without heavy cloth
mg, blankets or provisions. Scme inmates were

The following materials were provided by the Days of Remembrance, United States Holocaust
Memonal Museum, Washington, D.C. in commemoration of the 50th Anniversary, 1995.

forced to walk many miles to other camp sites; oth-
ers to distant railroad junctions where they were
loaded onto unheated or open freight cars for even
longer journeys. Thosa too weak to mamtain the pace
were summanly shot.

On Jaznuary 19th, the last transport left
Auschwitz. Only the seriously ill remamed
When the Soviet Army reached the camp site
day's later, they found 7,000 sunviving inmates.

Auschwitz sunavor, Founding Chairman of the
United States Holocaust Memonal Council and
Nobel Peace Laureate Elie Wiesel described hus
march out of the camp:

“An icy wind blew m violent gusts. But we marched
without faltering. The SS made us increase our
pace... We were no longer marching; we were nm-
ning. Like automatons. The SS were running, t00,
therr weapns in their hands. We lookad 23 though
we were fleeing before them. Pitch darkmess. Every
now and then, an explozsion i the night. They had
orders 10 fire on any who could not keep up. Their
fingers on the tnggers, they did not deprive them-
sefves of this pleasure.”

Such evacuations took place throughout Greater
Germany. Those prisoners who survived to reach
concentration camps i the West were confronted
with conditions that, at best, were infolerable and at
worse, suggested "chamel houses of the living dead.”
Camps were vastly overcrowded, diseases rampant
spring of 1945, thousands upon thousands of
mumates died of starvanon, exhaustion and dizease,
e\mmcampsm(ongmlh intended for systematic

Bergen-Belsen, Dachau, Buchenwald, Mauthausen
and their many subcamps became receiving centers
for hundreds of evacuation trains and death march
survivors. As the Allied amuies approached from the
East and West, trains loaded with camp inmates and
columns of marching prisoners cnsscrossed the
shninking German Reich.

(Coztzuad)



Survival was the dream of all who awaited the armival
of the Allied forces. In the East, the Sowet Amy,
whuch in late 1944 had hiberated the Majdanek killing
center, encountered Auschwitz-Birkenau on January
27th. It was not until spring of 1945, bowever, that
Amencan French and Brntish Commonwealth forces
overran inhabited Nazi concentration camps in the
West.

On Apnl 4th the U.S. 4th Armored and §%th

Infantry Divisions stumbled upon the slave labor camp
at Ohrdruf, the first camp hiberated by Amencan
forces. The war-toughened soldiers of all ranks were
amazed and homified at what they witnessed.

Generals Eisenhower, Bradley and Patton visited
Ohrdruf 2 week after its hberation. The camp
remained intact so that visitors could see for them-
selves what they nught not othenwise believe, “The
smell of death overwhelmed us even before we passed
through the stockade,” wrote Bradley five years later.
"More than 3,200 naked, emaciated bodies had been
flung into shallow graves. Others lay n the streets
where they had fallen.” Patton became physically ill,
but Bradley and Eisenhower doggedly submitted them.-
selves to the full tour and left the camp angry and
shaken Eisenhower ordered all soldiers in the area not
in combat to sae Ohrdruf. "We are told that the
American soldier does not know what he is fighting
for,” he declared at the time. "Now; at least, be will
kmow what he is fighting against *

In mid-Apnl, Eisenhower sent photographs of some
of the hiberatad camps to Prime Minister Winston
Churchill. He also cabled General George C. Marshall,
US. Amyy Chief of Staff:

“If you would see any advantage in asking zbout 2
dozen leaders of Congress and a dozen prominent
edrtors to make a short visit to tus theater, I wall
arange to have them conducted to cne of these places
where the evidence of bestiality and cruelty s so over-
powering as to leave no doubt in their minds about
the normal practices of the Germans in these camps.

I am bopeful that some Bnsitsh imdividuals in sumilar
categories will visit the northemn area to witness
simular evidence of atrocity.”

The following materials were provided by the Days of Remembrance, United States Holocaust
Memorial Museum, Washington, D.C. in commemoration of the 50th Anniversary, 1995.

The proposal was approved, and they came.

Edward R. Murrow of CBS reported by radio
broadcast on Apnl 15th from the liberated camp
of Buchenwald. Many Brtish and American
newspapers printed his account verbatim.

On Apnl 18th. a delegation of Amencan radic com-
mentators, including Lowell Thomas and Quincy
Howe, also vinted Buchenwald during their tour
of the war fronts.

Ten members of the Bnitish Parliament mspected
Buchenwald on April 21st. This inspection coincided
with a tp by U.S, Representative Clare Booth Luce
(R-CT), who was followed shortly by another ten
members of the the US. Congress.

These wisits seet the tone for subsequent eyewitness
accounts and photographs published by official dela-
fions of Amernican journalists, broadcasters and mem-
bers of Congress in the weeks preceeding and following
the end of the war m Ewrope [Victory m Europe (V.E
Day), May 8, 1945).

Fred Friendly, noted journalist serving as a Master
Sergeant in the Pacific Theater, was plucked from the
Bunma Road and literally dropped mto Mauthausen
as it was hiberated in early May. He wrote about it for
the army newspaper and in a Jetter to his mother:

“T saw emaciated bodies 1n pales like cords of

wood. I saw the living skeletons, some of whom,
regardless of our medical corps work, will die. I saw
where they lived, I saw where the sick died, three and
four i 2 bed, no toilets, no nothing. 1 s2w the Jook m
their eves.”™

Captain J.D. Fletcher of the 71st Division Headquarters
was startled by the reaction of survivors of
Gunskirchen to their liberation:

"As we entered the camp, the hiving skeletons stll able
to walk crowded around us... Just the sight of an
American brought cheers, groans and shneks. People
crowded around to touch an Amencan, to touch the
Jeep, to kiss our arms -- perhaps just 10 make sure

it was true.”

(Coztizzued)



Throughout Apnl and May, the Allies Iiberated
camps at scores of other localities, In every camp,
starvation and disease were prevalent. "How tragic it
was that the great majonity did not even realize that
they were free " recalled Hadassah Rozensaft, a sur-
vivor of Bergen-Belsen who was liberated on April
15th by Bntish forces. "They were unconscious or
to sick to understand what was happening.”

The western Allies freed well over half a million pnis-
oners from major concentration and labor

camps in Germany, Austna and Czechoslovalda.
Among the hiberated were victins of Naz racism,
prisoners of war and political prisoners. One-third of
the world's Jewry, who before 1939 had lived m what
became German-controlled Europe, had been mur-
dered. At most, 75,000 to 100,000 Jews were alive
mside the western camps, and perhaps as many as
25,000 had survived in hiding.

The end of the war in Europe left nullions of people
without food, homes or families. While the Allies
began the daunting task of repatriating the displaced,
facilities were neaded to care for Holocaust survivors
and other displaced persons (DPs). Allied forces
converted some concentration camps into displaced
persons assembly centers, or "DP camps.” By the
fall of 1945, the western Allies had repatriated almost
six mullion nationals, but one and a half million
remained in the U.S. and British zones of
cccupation.

While the Allies were coping with the challenges of
rebuilding the war-racked European naticns, twenty
woGemman Nan leaders were tried before the
International Military Tribunal in Nurenberg,
Genrmany, between October 1945 and November
1946, Never before had pnncipal figures of an aggres-
sor nation been prosecuted by 2 universally-recog-
mzed court of law. Rzumofmﬂmblewmmom
muledlbempweoedaned\\umudcmes
regime. In addition to the proceedings at Nurenberg,
many more war crumes tals were conductad by
Allied nuhitary tnbunals and by national courts in
Germany and other countries where war crimes had
been commutted.

The following materials were provided by the Days of Remembrance, United States Holocaust
Memorial Museum, Washington, D.C. in commemoration of the 50th Anniversary, 1995,

For Holocaust survivors, neither their recently
acquired freedom nor the war crimes mals offered
much consolation. As Hadassah Rosensaft sad:

“For the greatest part of the hiberated Jews.. there was
no ecstacy. We had lost our families, our homes. We
had no place to go, nobody to hug, nobody was
waiting for us amywhere. We had been hiberated

from death and the fear of death, but we were not
free from the fear of life."”

Source: and excerpes from:

Frisfisnder Herry ‘Datkness and Donn in 1945 The
Naziy, the Allies, and the Sunvivon * Intoductony ey
m /el mmcﬂzm«n\moc Us
Holocaust MNemorial Mussum  1995)

Tou Tord Rasck: Decovs oo Nipiomare. (Alaxandna,
VA: Time-L1f: Booia, 1992), 175 pages

Cilbart, Martin: e Holocaman: 4 shors Hizory of v Jnwz of
Zwope Durleg 1 Second Borid War, (New Yoek: Hoi,
Rinshart and Winwton, 1985), 528 peses.

*Libaraton 1945 " Unpublishad maxuscript Som Pubiic
Programes U S Holocaust Nismarial Moseur,

Washingee D C, 1995

Milton, Sydd "Confonting Atrocities * Uspublished
memsccript Som the Resesrch Institute, U'S. Holoczust
Mamoris! Moass, Waskingwe, DC 1983

Tre Lideration of Nazi Concantration Camp:z 1995,
Srawiter Chamberiam and Masciz Faldman, ods
%\MDC Goverzaans Printing Office, 1937),
e

Day: of Remamdrance: A Deparomins of Deforve Guice

Jor Aol Commemorative Obzervarces. Second

ecition. OfFice of the Secretary of Defeme, Wiikzstor,
DC.1080 l&ipagn

Wiesel, Elie Nipit (New Yerk: Avee Bocks of the Heant
Corporztion, 1970), 97

Weinberg, Ceckard 1. *The Tial Solution’ and the Wi
in 1943 * Izmoduciony essey o Pty Yoo Ago. Ravoi:
Awmid the Davimezz. (W DC:US Governmant
Priming Office, 1693 335-65280125), 14



Victon

in Europe

for the Allies,
Liberation for treaking German
Holocaust
SUurvivors

FOLLOWING

the successful
Normandy invasion,
Albed troops began
offensives amed at

the Rhune on

December 16, 1944, Hitler launched an mtenzive
counter-offensive in the Ardennes, now know as
the Battle of the Bulge.

By late January 1945, the western Allies had destroyed
Genmany’s strongest armored and infantry division
and had begun to plow deep into the German heart-
land In the East, the Soviet Anmy, advancing toward
Berlin, discovered Auschwitz-Birkenau, the notonious
lalling center, but it was not until the spring that
American, French and British Comumonwealth forces
witnessed firsthand the horrors of the concentration
camps in the West that had not been abandoned
ecarhier by the Naxis.

Flossenburg, Liberated on April 23, 1945

Flossengurg, 2 Nazi concentration camp located on
the outskirts of Floss in the mountainous region of
western Germany near the Czech border, was erect-
ed in May 1938 for protective-custody prisoners. The
camp. By late summer of 1939, 3,000 pnscners were
housed in a few crude barracks. On Apnl 3, 1540, the
first transport of foreigners amved, among them
Polish, Czech, Russian and Genman political pnson-
prisoner, records show that females were impnsoned
there in January 1943. Just pricr to liberation, the
Nans forced approximately 15,000 camp prisoners,
mncluding children, to march to other camps behind
German lines. The U.S. liberating troops found
about 1,500 surviving inmates when they entered
the camp.

The Ninetieth Infantry Division, the "Tough

Ombres” or “Alamo” Division, was the first organized m
August 1917 at Camp Travis, Texas. The Division saw
European action m World War L The “Tough

Ombres” wese reactivated on March 25, 1942 and
engaged in extensive combat on the Normandy
beachhead. In the campaign for northem France, the
Division pursued the retreating Genmans towvard the
Reich. Their advance ino the Saar region was tem-
poranly stoppad by the German Ardennes offensive
in Belgium. However, by early February 1945, under
the comumand of Major General Lowell W. Rooks,
temitory lost to the Germans was retaken and the
drive mnto the German heartland went forward. In
the latter weeks of March, the Division crossed the
Rhine River. On April 23rd, under the command of
Major General Herbert L. Eamest, the soldiers of the
Ninetieth hiberated Flossenburg concentration camp.
At the end of the war, the Nmetieth Dnsion was
located in Czechoslovakia.

Landsberg, Liberated on April 27, 1945

Located some 30 nules southwest of Mumch,
Germany, Landsberg was a subcamp of Dachau. Its
prisoners were used as laborers in the German
armament mdustry durng World War I Iromcally,
mdnhadbemmmdthmml9‘3 where ke
penned the tuble of the National Socialist Revolution,
Mein Kampf. At the camp's hiberation in 1945, an
Amencan Amy officer secured the plaque above the
door of Hitler's former cell, which read: "here, a dis-
honorable s)mhnpﬁmedGamm"sgrmwm
from November 11, 1923, to December 20, 1924.°
(The plaque is currently on display in the Kentucky
Military Museum, kaﬁxt)?ollm‘mgtheendof
the\\'ameurope.Lmdsbag\musedtohoun
Jewish displaced persons (DPs), one of the most pop-
wlous DP camps in the Amencan occupied zone.

The Tenth Armored Division, known as the "Tiger”
Division, was activated on July 15, 1945 at Fr. Benning,
Georgia. The Tenth first engaged m combat on
November 1, 1944 at Mars-la-Tour, France, in
support of the XX Corps, to contain enemy troops.

By nud-November, the Division had croszed the
Moselle and had dnven to the Saar River. Under the
command of Major General William HH Moris,

Jr., the Tenth was orderd north i December to meet
the German counteroffensive in the Ardennes. By

late February 1945, the Drvision was once again taking
part in clearing the Saar-Moselle triangle. Driving
through Kaiserslautern, the “Tigers” advanced to the
Rhune River, crossing Mannheim, and, tuming

south, captured Oehringen and Hedlbronn.

Continuing its offensive, the division crossed the
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Danube Rive on April 23rd, and took Oberamumergau
two days zlter. On Apnl 27th, the Tenth Armored
Division ran across Landsberg subcamp.

The Twelfth Armored Division, the "Hellcats," was
activated on September 15, 1942 at Camp Campbell,
Kentucky. Commanded by Major General Rodenck
R. Allen, the Division landed at Le Harvre, France, in
mud-November 1944, The troops moved toward the
Maginot Line in early December. In Jamuary 1945,
the Twelfth rolled against the Rhine niverhead, but
German defenders repulsed the Division's attacks. The
Gemman counter-attack faled. The "Hellcats” agam
attacked enemy troops south of the Colmar and joined
forces with the French at Rouffach on February Sth,
sealing the Colmar pocket and ending German resist-
ance in the Vosges Mountans. In March, the
Division cleared the Saar Palatine, crossing the
Riune River at Worms and captuning the city of
Wiurzburg. The “Hellcats™ took Neustadt on Apnil
13th and shifted toward Munich on Apnl 17th.
Elements of the Twelfth Division sacured the bridge
over the Danube at Dillingen This bridge was a
wital artery for Allied troops moving mnto southern
Germany. The "Hellcats™ spearheaded the Seventh
Army’s dnive south, entering the subcamp of
Landsberg on April 27th, and securing the area

by Apnl 29th.

The One Hundred and Third Infantry Division, or
the "Cactus” Divizion, was first orgamized m 1921
Denver, Colorado. In late 1942, 1t was activated at
Camp Clatbome, Lousiana and saw its first European
action in November 1944. The Division pushed
through the Vosges Mountains to the Siegfned Line
i December, where it assaulted the German outer
defenses. Dunng January 1945, the Division moved to
positions along the Sauer River. In March, under the
command of Major General Anthony C. McAuliffe,
the One Hundred and Third tock Muhlhausen and
penetrated the defenses of the Siegfnied Line. As
German resistance disintegrated, the "Cactus”
Division reached the Rhune Valley and engaged in
mop-up operations. On Apnl 20th, the Division once
again took the offensive, pursuing a fleeing enemy
through Stuttgart and Munsingen. They crossad the
Danube near Ulm on Apnl 26th and stumbled across
the subcamp of Landsberg on Apnl 27th.

Subcamps of Dachau,
Liberated on April 28, 1945

Dachau Concentration Camp,
Liberated on April 29, 1945

Erected in 1933 on the border of the town of Dachau
near Munich, the Dachau concentration camp was
the first durable Nazi concentration camp. It was
used mamly 0 incarcerate Genman political prisoners
until late 1938, when large numbers of Jews, Roman
and St Gypsies, Jehovah's Witnesses, homosexuals,
and other supposed enemes of the state as well as
"anti-social elements” were sent there. Himmler con-
sidered the camp a model for the concentration sys-
temn. The crganization and structure used in Nazi
camps to bnng pumshment and death to mullions of
people — incarceration, codes and policies, medical
experim entation, and officer and guard traming --
evolved from Dachau's operation. Duning the war, a
gas chamber was bult there but never used.

The Fourth Infantry Division, the "Ivy™ Divasion, was
first organized at Camp Greene, North Carolina, in
December of 1917, and saw action mn Europe m
World War I. Duning the Second World War, it was
reactivated at Ft. Benning, Georgia on June 3, 1940,
The Eighth Infantry Regiment of the Fourth Division
was one of the first Allied units to kit the beaches of
Nommandy on D-Day. The Division tock part in the
liberation of Paris and the Battle of the Bulge.

Commanded by Major General Harold W.
Blakeley on December 16, 1944, the Fourth Division
met the German winter offensive head-on in
Luxembourg. From January through March of
1945, the Fourth repeatedly engaged the German
forces. The "Ivy” troops crossed the Rhine River on
March 29th at Worms. By early Apnl, the Division
had secured 2 bridgehead across the Main River at
Ochsenfint and had spread southeast mnto Bavana.
On Apnl 28th, the Fourth Division discoverd sub-
camps of Dachau At the end of the war in Europe,
the “Ivy" Division was located at Berchtesgaden.
Hitler's mountain retreat.

The Forty Second Infantry Division, known as the
“Rainbow” Division, was first organized at Camp
Mills, New York in August 1917 from National

Guard wuts of twenty-six states and the District of
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Columbia. Dunng World War 1, the Division saw
combat action in France. It was reconstituted and
activated at Camp Gruber, Oklahoma in 1943,

Led by Major General Harry J. Collins, the whole
Division (parts of it had seen action in December
1944 as Task Force Linden in the Straasbowrp area)
entered combat on February 14, 1945, telang defenzive
positions near Haguenau in the Hardt Mountams.
After a month, the Forty Second went on the offen-
sive, brealang through the Siefned Line in March
and clearing Dahn and Busenberg. Moving across the
Rhune River on March 31st, the Division captured
Wertheim and Wurzberg i early Apnil. Schweinfurt
fell on Apnl 12th, followed by Furth, adjacent to
Nuremberg, on Apnl 19th The Forty Second cap-
tured Donawnworth on the Danube River on Apnl
25th. On Apnl 29th, the "Rambow™ Division came
across Dachau concentration camp.

The Forty Fifth Infantry Division, called the
"Thunderoirds,” was activated first im 1924 with
recrunts from Anzona, Colerado, New Mexixco
and Oklahoma The "Thunderbirds™ were inducted
into Federal service on September 16, 1940 at
Oklzhoma City.

The Division armved in North Africa on June 22,
1943, Its first major amsphibious operation becan
with the landing in Sicaly on July {0th. The Division
engaged in the four-day battle of Motta Hill ("Bloody
Ridge"). It withdretwy and landed again at Salemo on
September 10, 1943, pushed to the Caolore Rive in
early November, taiing Venafro. The “Thunderbirds”
inched forward mto the mountains reaching S. Elia
by early January 1944, The toops moved on to the
Anzio beachhead on January 22nd and for four
“Thunderbirds™ crossed the Tiber River on June 4th,
and helpad to cutilank the city of Rome.

The "Thunderbirds™ made their fourth assault land-
ing on August 15, 1944 at St. Maxmme m southem
France. Throughout the fall, the Division pushed its
way across France, crackang mto the German defens-
es in the Maginot Line, under the command of
Major General Robert T. Fredenck. From January 2,
1945, the Drvizien fought defensively along the
German border. On March 17th, the Forty Fifth
smashed at the Stegfried Line, taking Hamburg and
crossing the Rhine River on March 26th. They con-

tinued to advance, crossmng the Danube River on
April 27th. The "Thunderbirds” encountered Dachau
concentration camp on April 29th. The Division
helped to capture Mumich on Apnil 50th, and, from
the end of the war on May Sth through September,
the "Thunderbirds™ were stationed near Dachau.

The Twentieth Anmored Divison was activated on
March 15, 1943 at Camp Campbell, Kentucky: The
Division amived at Le Havre, France, on February 16,
1945, under the comumand of Major General

Orlando Ward. It moved through Belgium to
Langendembach, Germany on Apnl 10th At
Marketbriet on April 20th, the Division was attached to
the III Corps, but three days later, it was detached
and reassigned to the XV Corps, Seventh Army at
Wurzburg, Germany. Elements of the Division first
saw action as Task Force Campbell when 3 false sur-
render by Genman troops resulted in fighting i Dorf

on April 25th Regrouping, the Division Division crossed the

Danube on Apnl 28th. Elements of the Twventieth
seized the bndge over the Saar River at Schrobenhausen
and secured crossings over the Ilm River. The
Tiventieth secured the town of Dachau on Apnl 29th
and continued on to attack enemy troops in Munich

the same day. The aity of Mumch fell on Apnl 30th.
The Division crossed the Inn River at Wasseburg on
May 3rd, and was moving toward Salzburg, Austria,
when victory in Europe was declarad on May 8, 1945,

from Division Ristoriss providad by 2a US Amay
Cezter Soc Malitary History, Waskezgron, DC
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LIBERATING

US. ARMY

DIVISIONS

DIVISION
1st Infantry

2nd Infinery

2nd Infantyy
4th Infantry
gth Infanery

42nd Infantry

45th Infantry
65t Infantry

€9th Infantry

7ist Infantry

80th Infantry
80th Infantry

83rd Infantry
84th Infantry
g4th Infantry
§9thinfantsy

90th Infantry
99th Infanty

103rd Infantry
104th Infantry
3rd Armored
4th Armored

4th Amvored
6th Armored
Sth Anmored

1th Armored

1th Armored
12th Armored

14th Armoced

20th Armored
82nd Alrbome

CAMP(S
Falkensuad Eger
(subcamp of Flossengurg)

Leipeig Hasag

(subcamp of Suchenwald)
Spergau

Dachau subcamps
Wobbelin

(subcarp of Nevengamme)
Dachau

Dachau

Flossenburg
Leipsig-Thekla N 42
(subcamp of Buchenwald)
Gunsiirchen

(subcamyp of Mauthausen)
Buchenwald

Ebensee

(subcamp of Mauthausen)
Langenstein
Hannover-Ahlem
Salzwedel

(subcamp of Neuengamime)
Olrdruf

(subcarnp of Buchenwald)
Floseenburg

Dachau subcamps
(vicinity of Muhidoed)

Landsberg

(subcamp of Dachau)
Dora-Mittelbau
Dora-Mittelbau

Ohrdruf
(subcamp of Suchenwald)

Buchenwald
Suchenwald

Falkersuad Eger
(subcarep of Flossenburg)

Landsberg
(subcarrp of Dachau)
Gusen

(subcamp of Mauthausen)
Mauthausen

Landsberg

(subcammp of Dachau)
Dachau subcamps at
Ampling and Muhldof
Dachau

Wobkelin

(subcamrps of Nevengame)

The following Armored and Infantry Divisions have been certified
by the US. Army Center for Military History as Liberators:

DATE
May 7,195

Apnil 14,1545

April 17,1945

Apnl 28-29, 1945

May 3,1945

April 29,1945
Apeil 29, 1945
Apet] 20,1945
April 19, 1945

May 4, 1945

April 12, 1945
May 45,1945

April 1), 1945
April 10, 1945
Apnil 14,1945

Aprdl 4, 1945

April 23,1945
May 34,1945

April 27, 1945

Apedl 11,1945
April 1, 1945
April 41945

April 11,1945
Aped 11,1945
May 7,1945
April 27,1945
May 5, 1945
May 6,1945
Aprd] 27,1945
May 23,1945

April 29, 1945
May 3,1945
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