Uncle Sam Wants You

Winter, 1946--Abe goes to Frankfort and applies for immigration
status for himself, his three sisters, and several others. He 1s successful
in getting the appropriate documents. Abe and his sisters did not
need a sponsor since President Truman was allowing 100,000 refugees
into the US as a humanitarian gesture.

Abe’s Certificate of Identity,
with his signature.

June 24, 1946--Abe and sisters Sala, Ruthie, and Rachel arrive in
New York via the SS Marine Perch. He immediately goes to work
and to night school. During this time, Abe 1s mesmerized by the s Marine Perch a C4-A3 former troop transport ship..
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June, 1947--Abe did not like NYC, so he decides to go to Los
Angeles. He books a Greyhound ticket to California, with only $30 in
his pocket. Once arriving in California, he sees an ad by Workmen's
Circle for those wanting to work. He is hired by a Jewish man to
work 1n a wholesale shoe store. Since he 1s only 17, he goes to work
and attends night school.

Spring, 1948--He meets a fellow Holocaust Survivor, Sam Hilton
from Warsaw, and one day notices an (Uncle Sam) Wants You sign.
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Abe is spotted there by Mrs. Max Edelsburg. o A *:*::._’.'fj;:;g,
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1952--Abe 1s honorably discharged on March 31 and begins working g i ) st
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Florence. Abe works 1n this business for almost 60 years.
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Rhea’s father, Max Edelsburg’s
Naturalization document.

Abe and Rhea, September, 2010.
Rhea Edelsburg Stern (84) died on November 9, 2012.

Temple Sinai in Sumter, SC. Courtesy of the
Thanksgiving 2010: Seated: Nat Stern; Donna Magaro; SC Department of Archives and History.
Rhea Stern; Abe Stern; Sharon Stern Back row: Ernie
Magaro; Karen Oehme (Nat’s wife); Abby Magaro; Sarah
Stern; Mark Stern; Mark Magaro.

October, 2018--Abe is 89 years old, has 4 grandchildren and is
still iving im Sumter. His Holocaust experience 1s presented at the
Sumter County Museum Jewish History Center. The Center 1s
housed at Temple Sinai.




