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HOW APPROPRIATE THAT WE GATHER TOGETHER Teu

on this 57th anniversary of D-Day to memorialize the Th

victims of the Holocaust and to honor its survivors cm

and liberators. Through this magnificent new monu- We

ment, the Columbia community can truly say,

We Remenies Remember

For 16 years, members of this community actively discussed the need to have a Holocaust monument in
Columbia. Last year those talks of 2 monument became a focused project, as many individuvals and
groups came together, formed a commuttee, and brought forth a concerted effort to make the hope of a
monument a reality. These committee members have given tirelessly of their hearts and souls during the
Last 12 months.

Among our first priorities was the appointment of a subcommittee to develop a design that would
memorialize the Holocaust victims, honor the South Carolina survivors and liberators, and create an
educational monument that would teach and remind all South Carolinians about this dark period in our
history. Working with the incredibly talented designer/artist Invin Hyman, 1 believe we have
accomplished these important goals.

This monument was made possible by the generosity and creativity of so many people and
organizations. A donation from the South Carolina Council on the Holocaust, whose cornmitment to
Holocaust recognition and education 15 unmistakable, gave us the exhilarating boost we needed to get
the project started. Members of both the Jewish and the non-jewish communities were also decisively
supportive.

Our partners in this project - the City of Columbia, Fort Jackson, and the University of South Carolina -
offered their own unique contributions to this dedication. Mayor Coble and City Council unanimously
approved our design and placement choice. Major General Barrett and Fort Jackson stepped forward
unhesitatingly to become an integral part of this event. Dr. Palms and the University of South Carolina
are the hosts of a special Holocaust exhibit and a lecture program at South Caroliniana Library. Thanks
to the commitment and unwavering support of these partners, our dedication has truly become a
community event,

To remember means to know. To know means to teach others. To teach others means to never forget. Let
us honor all of those who experienced one of our history’s worst examples of inhumanity. Let their

actions, their sufferings, and their deaths be a lesson to us all.

TELL THEM WE REMEMBER.

Dr. Lilly Stern Filler

Chair, Holocaust Memorial Committee
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I sculpted my first Holocaust memonal over 35 years ago. It was cast in broaze. It
measused 24" high by 20" wide. During the Woeld's Fair beld in New York, it was
placed as the centerpiece surrounded by the letters of Anne Frank. There are now
over 350 replicas of this sculpture around the world. It was the Borror of thus

astounding evil which resulted 1 the del:berate destruction of 6,000,000 Jews for
£0 Other reason than that they were Jewish, that guided my bands in sculpting GI ORIA
this memonal.

Since that ime in addinen to hundseds of broaze, wood and stone sculptures, 1 BY IRWIN HYNIAN
Bave had exght commissions for Holocaust memonials m many matenals. Thus
Holocaust memonal 1s the jargest [ have ever designed and the fourth in granite.

1 take pictures of my work. Glona enjovs when [ bring i the film for her to devel.
op. Glona 13 about 30 somethung years old: She loves 10 comment on my work.
When she saw the last Holocaust memonial, whick was dedicated in Boca Raton,
Flonda last March, she whistled and said:

600,000 people died?"

“That's 6 million people, Gloria."

"6 million people? How did they die?"

"They were killed by the German Nazis
during World War IL"

"Why?" she asked. "Because they were Jewish."
"Just because they were Jewish?" she puzzled.
"Just because they were Jewish. No other
reason, Gloria. The Nazis killed 40% of

all the Jews in the world during World

War II just because they were Jewish."

"Gee, that's something." she said.

"I never heard of that."

"You never heard of the Holocaust?"

"No, I didn't ever hear of that."

I lef Glona depressed and puzzled. Is 3t possible that permscious evil which
took the lives of 6,000,000 Jews will be forgotten? How could a reasonably
educated person in ber 30's not know of the Holocaust?

Has the sumber 6,000,000 just become a number without any specific meaning? Will anybody ever know that in
camp, LubinMaidenek the Nazis shot and Inlled 25,000 Jews i one day?

I want to convey the frightening reality of the number 6,000,000 when we dadicate my memorial. How can I persoaatize 1t
for those who will stand in froat of this granite reminder of the monumental, senseless destruction of human life?

Perhaps if one can imagine every man woman and child in the entire state of South Carolina being mutdered. Not one
living bemng left in South Carolina. Not a sound but the retreating musderers on their way to North Carolina where they
are going to kall 2,000,000 more to accomplish the total of 6,000,000. Think of the horror.

For the sake of those tortured, musdered souls whose only erime was being born Jewish we must never let the world forget

And Glona never heard of the Holocaust



.-

—— v —

—

- S —
B ey 2750 SR

-——
N s

- |f'-'f"‘* o ’ ) ¥
F"’ Salm }'v
. :
-
M= -
E
s 11
. MNiw ‘i' L
> S 'TA o
S W% v Ry —
ol s — . S x
B ;.' ok ol '«l'

i A ‘ x Vel e P
:"b . 1~ o e



T. Moffatt Burriss, Liberator

""We were prepared for everything,
immune to shock, inured to horror
...these experiences, as grim as they
were, didn't prepare us for what
we found at Wobbelin, Germany

at the concentration camp."

T. Moffatt Burriss. platoon leader and
company commander fo the 504th
Parachut Infantry, 82nd Airborne Division.
fought for two and a half years in Europe
from Sicily. Anzio beachhead, Battle of the
Bulge and into Germany before his unit
liberated the concentration camp at
Wobbelin, Germany. "I had never seen
human beings look so tortured and
grotesque...too weak to walk or talk."

Burriss, Anderson native, Presbyterian and
Clemson graduate, has spent most of his
life in Richland County in the contruction
business. He served in the House of
Representatives from 1977 until 1991.

Strike and Hold. published in 2000.
is a memoir of his World War I1

experiences.

Jadzia Stern, Survivor

"I believe that faith is stronger than
death, and I believe that we have a
dream that is so powerful, that it is

stronger than all of the ugliness
that lies in anti-Semitic books and
anti-life forces around us."

Jadzia Sklarz Stern was bomn in
Wiloszczowa, Poland and was the fourth
of eight children. but only one of three
children to survive the Holocaust. When
the Nazis invaded her home in Bedzin,
Poland. she was hidden in an attic trunk by
her mother and given instructions, "You
will survive this. you must." She was soon
after deported to Auschwitz concentration
camp and remained there from 1942 until
1945. After liberation. she was introduced
to her husband Ben Stern while living in
Germany. The couple immigrated to
Columbia, SOuth Carolina with their
18-month-old daughter Lilly in June of
1949. Jadzia became a devoted
homemaker and a loving mother

to three more children.

Helena, Bill and Herb.

Jadzia was one of the first survivors to
actively speak out to the public about the
horrors and experiences of the Holocaust.
She was invited to share her experiences at
Columbia College, the University of South
Carolina, Newberry College, as well as sec-
ondary and primary school and churches
throughout the state. She enrolled as a
student at The University of South Carolina
and became a docent at the State Museum.
Although she cannot speak out

any longer, her voice continues

to resonate with the lesson:

NEVER FORGET.



Cela .\Iiller, Survivor

"Do not take your families for
granted: keep them close to you.
No matter how we feel today,
what we lived through can
happen again. We must

never forget."

Cela Tysczgarten Miller was born in Pinzov,
Poland on May 3. 1923, She was the second
oldest of six children. Cela and her sister
Bluma endured the concentration camps of
Beren-Belson, Burgau and Kaufering. They
were the only members of their family

of cight to survive the Holocaust. Cela was to

meet her husband-to-be, David Miller, at a
displaced persons camp in Germany after
the war, They would later immigrate to
Columbia, South Carolina, with the help of
a Hebrew Benevolent Society sponsorship.
Her accomplishments in America were
many. Besides being an incredibly devoted
and caring wife and mother to two chil-
dren, Rita and Henry, her intense stamina
allowed her to be a successful business-
woman. David and Cela would often take
on the responsibility of speaking at local
religious schools, high schools and colleges
about their experiences as Holocaust
Survivors. They both felt strongly of their
privilege and obligation to transmit their

story.

Cela passsed away suddenly on March 19.
2000. She will be forever missed.

Felix Goldberg, Survivor

"I carry inside me a very
unpretty past..what I experienced
in my past, others should not
experience in their future. Let us
appreciate the freedom we have
and guard it."

Felix Goldberg was bom in

Kaliscz, Poland on January 2, 1917, He
was a survivor of Auschwitz concentration
camp. He immigrated to the United States
in 1950 with his wife, Bluma, and their
newbom son, Henry. In Columbia,

another son Karl and a daughter Esther
was born. Felix was a man with honest,
solid values who earned the respect and
admiration of everyone he met through his
hard work and a sense of responsibility. He
always had a mischievous twinkle in his
eye and loved to make people laugh. Those
who knew him agree he was constantly in
motion, working hard and enjoying life in
America to the fullest. "Life is great!"

was his favorite thing to say.

Felix passed away on November 24,
2000 after a successful career
in the ceramic tile industry.



South Carolina Holocaust Survivors

Willy Monitz Adler Rudy Herz
Felix K. Bauer Gerald Jablon
Martha M. Bauer Mana Goldblum Kahn
Ludwig Bamberger Dientje Krant Kalisky
Thea Bamberger Anna Bamberger Karesh
Peter T. Baumgarten Jacques Kierbel
"I believe in the sun, Naphtali Berger Clara E. Kirshstein
Gertrude Bemstein [itzchok Dovid Koenig
Walter Bemstein Chaja Klemnberger Koenig
even when it does not Hershe! Blass Pincus Kolender
shine. Frank Bruck Renee Fox Kolender
Rita Peper Curtin Max Krautler
Rita Deutz-Serphos Marc M. Lichtman
I believe in Io‘re, Helene Diamant Chul Charles Markowitz
Maurice Diamant Gucia Markowitz
Adolfo Diamantstemn Sophie Weisz Miklos
even when it is not Leo Diamantstein Cela Tyszgarten Miller
Joe Engel David Miller
shown. Judith D. Evans Natalia Goldblum Morrow
Michael Fox Elvira R. Mullinax
3t = Max Freilich Lilli Peper
I believe in God, Heary H. Freudenberg Reuy Popowski
Margot Strauss Freudenberg  Paula K. Popowsk:
3 Rakhil Geiman Katherine Goldstemn Prevost
even when he does Chaals G Friedel Ransenberg
Fanny Gindman Barbara Werthamer
" Max Gindman Rosenberg
MOt speak, Bluma Tyshgarten Goldberg  Albert Rosenthal
Felix Goldberg Lewis Laszlo Rosinger
- inscribed on a wall waa sd S:‘*' Gg:,db«x !\{uso’\m&m ;
by a Holocaust Victim et G;;db;: el ik Schmagina 3
Rose Mibab Goldberg Phulip Silverstein
Bert Gosschalk Ben Skilarz
Dons Gosschalk Leah Wajsfelner Starkman
David Grabmn Abraham Stern
Regina Greene Ben Stern
Samuel Greene Jadzia Sklarz Stemn
Authur Gross Francine F. Tavlor
Thomas Grossman Guta Blass Weintraub
Arthur Z. Gutman Leon Weintraub
Max M. Heller Herschel Weintraub
Trude S_ Heller Siegmund Wolfsohn
Chaim Wolgroch

Irene Engel Zryb



South Carolina Holocaust Liberators

Nathan Schacffer
Allen Wise

Alvin Macmnan
Robert Jay
Earl Stmmons

Rncha( Montgomery

George L. €

John Drummond

LonRedmon

John Young

W. Brockmngton

Lewss Hudson

Marvin Wishman Greenville
Cecil Jones Elgin

John Humphries Greenwood
Joseph Pridgen Honea Path
Eugene Knight Columbia
Scott Hall Charleston
J. Wardlaw Hammond  Spartanburg
Robert Coats Georgetown
Eddie Rosenzweig Columbia
Ross Columbia
T. Moffatt Burriss Columbia
Edward Y. Roper Columbia
Carroll Lindler e o ol
Carlton Sloudcmzyu instor:
Lewss Holmes, Jr '
Tom "Hoss" Spears
Pinckaey Ridgell
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"I have mever felt able to We
- -"d

fions when I

and ruthless disregard of every

shred of decency...

I made the visit deliberately, in
orderto bein a psoition to give
first-hand evidence of things if
ever, in the Tutaure, there develops
a tendency fo charge these allega-

tions merely to propaganda."

- General Dwight D. Eisenhower
Supreme Commander
of the Allied ‘orces
in Europe, 1945




L.iberation.
From Fear
of Death Sohution.”
to Fear of Life"

v }IH\ Years .\gUZ THE FIRST MONTH

of 1945 marked the last
Gesparate antempt by
Nan Germany to
mplement the "Final

By early January, 1t had
become clear that
Hitler's "thousand-vear
Reich” was rapidly

coming to an end. As Allied armies advanced and as
the ternitory under the control of Greater Germany
counnuedlomut.chnoamgned Rmhmdlngh-
ways were filled with retreating troops,

relocating foreign workers and civilians fleeing from
advancing armies. At the same time, tens of thou-
sands of concentration camp prisoners were being
forced to evacuate on foot or in open freight cars to
camps located behind German lines in Austna,
western Czechoslovakia and Germany. Meamwhile,
Amencan and Bntish plans punded German cithes
and strafed trains, trucks and colummns of marching
soldiers. Occanonally, concentration camp prisoners
were accidentally hit when rail lines were bombed.

In compliance with a longstanding policy dating back
to 1943, commanding that all evidence be erased of
the systematic kallmg program known as the “Final
Solution,” the SS and police were determuned to pre-
vent the liberation of intact labor and concentration
camps or of surviving prscners. Thus sporadic mur-
ders of inmates and the buming of corpses continued
mside the camps. As Allied forces drew near, masmive
numbers of pnsoners were evacuatad on death
marches to camps still behind German lines. There
was no set policy reparding mmates 100 sick to jom
the marches; such prisopers were, in some palces, left
behind to fend for themselves (e.g., Auschwitz); in
other places, they' were shot.

On the evening of January 17th, SS Commandant
Richard Baer ordered the evacuation of the giant
Auschwitz-Birkenau camp complex. Throughout the
next day, large columns of prisoners were marched
through bitter winter weather without heavy cloth
mg, blankets or provisions. Scme inmates were

The following materials were provided by the Days of Remembrance, United States Holocaust
Memonal Museum, Washington, D.C. in commemoration of the 50th Anniversary, 1995.

forced to walk many miles to other camp sites; oth-
ers to distant railroad junctions where they were
loaded onto unheated or open freight cars for even
longer journeys. Thosa too weak to mamtain the pace
were summanly shot.

On Jaznuary 19th, the last transport left
Auschwitz. Only the seriously ill remamed
When the Soviet Army reached the camp site
day's later, they found 7,000 sunviving inmates.

Auschwitz sunavor, Founding Chairman of the
United States Holocaust Memonal Council and
Nobel Peace Laureate Elie Wiesel described hus
march out of the camp:

“An icy wind blew m violent gusts. But we marched
without faltering. The SS made us increase our
pace... We were no longer marching; we were nm-
ning. Like automatons. The SS were running, t00,
therr weapns in their hands. We lookad 23 though
we were fleeing before them. Pitch darkmess. Every
now and then, an explozsion i the night. They had
orders 10 fire on any who could not keep up. Their
fingers on the tnggers, they did not deprive them-
sefves of this pleasure.”

Such evacuations took place throughout Greater
Germany. Those prisoners who survived to reach
concentration camps i the West were confronted
with conditions that, at best, were infolerable and at
worse, suggested "chamel houses of the living dead.”
Camps were vastly overcrowded, diseases rampant
spring of 1945, thousands upon thousands of
mumates died of starvanon, exhaustion and dizease,
e\mmcampsm(ongmlh intended for systematic

Bergen-Belsen, Dachau, Buchenwald, Mauthausen
and their many subcamps became receiving centers
for hundreds of evacuation trains and death march
survivors. As the Allied amuies approached from the
East and West, trains loaded with camp inmates and
columns of marching prisoners cnsscrossed the
shninking German Reich.

(Coztzuad)






